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Central African Republic

Central African Republic (CAR) is a nation where SIM serves the church through the Bangui Evangelical School of
Theology (BEST).

Current SIM Ministry

CAR is one of the least developed countries in Africa, with an economy based on subsistence
agriculture. If properly managed, the country's many natural resources could help the entire
economy. Fewer than half of the population are functionally literate. French and Sango are the
official languages of CAR, but few citizens speak French. Of more than 80 ethnic groups, seven
are considered unreached with the Gospel. Very little Christian work is being done among the Arab
and Hausa immigrants, and Islam is making rapid inroads into CAR.

SIM has one missionary teaching at the Bangui Evangelical School of Theology (BEST), which
offers university-level (first degree through doctorate) ministry training for church leaders from
several French-speaking African nations. Students and their families are sent by their sponsoring
churches or denominations, which provide funds for their tuition, housing, books, etc. In most cases, the students have little or no financial
resources for their personal and family expenses, such as food and clothing, and depend on the Lord for provision of their needs.

The students, both men and women, are being trained for various ministries including Bible translation, pastoral
work, missions, Muslim evangelism, Bible school teaching, denominational administration, work among women,
youth work, campus ministries, marriage counselling, and being salt and light in African society.

Unreached People
Of more than 80 ethnic groups, seven people groups have been identified with less than 20% of the population

having any affiliation with a Christian church. There is very little work among the Arabs and the Hausa. An influx
of Muslims from neighbouring countries calls for clear sharing of Jesus' compelling love and salvation.

History of Christianity

The Roman Catholic Church began work in Oubangui-Chari, a French colonial territory, in 1894. It has expanded into a thriving work that today
comprises five dioceses under an African archbishop.

Protestant work began in January 1921, when Baptist Mid-Missions personnel arrived in Rafia to work among the Azande people. That same year,
the Grace Brethren International Mission began its own work, followed by the Lutherans, then Swedish Baptists and Swiss Pentecostals.

Reports describe a mass movement towards Christianity beginning in the 1960s and 1970s. Some reports are so optimistic that, if accurate, they
would show CAR to be among the most Christianised nations in Africa. Conflicting statistics make definitive statements difficult, but perhaps eighty
percent consider themselves 'Christian’. Yet for most their faith is nominal.

Please pray for

. the faculty of Bangui Evangelical School of Theology (BEST) who juggle diverse responsibilities and desire to personally encourage and mentor
the students. Pray that each faculty member will be a good role model for the students. the students, to grow in Christ-likeness and the
ability to serve Him and that God will provide all they need.

. the graduates, many of whom have returned to very difficult assignments in unstable societies. the nation of CAR, that righteousness would
prevail in government and business so the citizens can live in peace and rise above their poverty.
religious freedom to continue.

Opportunities

Seminary Professors for BEST
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